CRUSADE OF RICHARD
And in the name of God, the Giver                                                 229
Of all good, they should cross the river
Of Acre and then should ride straight on
Until they came to Ascalon,
To get the seacoast in their power.
They loaded on biscuit and flour.
Wine, meat, and other kinds of store.                                           5*550
Command was given, furthermore,
That each man bear ten days' supply
Of food. The mariners hard by
Along the coast would bring their barges
With them, all laden with their charges.
And then the galleys should proceed
To follow after them with speed.
Both food and soldiers would be shipped
In them, well armored and equipped.
Thus in contingents twain they planned                                      5,5$o
To make their conquest, one by land
And one by sea, because there was
No other way to win their cause
And conquer Syria, which hath lain
Beneath the Turks' rule and domain.
THE  MARTYRS  OF  THE SIEGE  OF ACRE
The army had at Acre lain
One whole summer and winters twain
And nearly till mid-August,51 torn
By strife and cost, sick and forlorn,
When the king ordered to be killed                                      5*570
Those who deserved it by their guilt
Toward God and toward His pilgrims, thus
Making orphans so numerous*
For many a damsel without aid
Was left, and many a widow made,
51 The Itmerarmm (p. 244) says "usque ad medium autum
(p. 276) says that they left Acre Thursday August 22 (29 RejiV) . Jr*1 * * ^eha ed Din
gives the day previous.                                                               5     Q ** Atiiir (p. 4g)